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and shook themselves free from the political impasse into which
both the Provisional Governments and the early ministries of
the Fourth Republic found themselves. The Monnet Plan was
never formally approved by parliamentary legislation, and did
not even rest on government decrees. The Ccnseil national du
Credit is a semi-professional body, given a large degree of
autonomy. It was the Inspecteurs Gensraux de !'£cc?iomie naiionale
who mainly sponsored economic regionalism. Again, the
familiar features of Third Republican history were perpetuated.
Reforms sponsored by the bureaucracy proved more successful
than those sponsored by parliamentary parties. The 'Con-
stitution of the year VHF is stronger than that of 1946, just as
it was stronger than that of iSjj.1
The political impasse which characterized the first parli-
ament of the Fourth Republic was foreshadowed by the dead-
lock of the Constituent Assemblies. The first Constituent
Assembly drafted a unicameral constitution and submitted it
to referendum in May 1946. It was rejected by 10,583,724
votes to 95453,675. A second Constituent Assembly was there-
fore elected forthwith, and contained much the same balance
of parties. It prepared a draft of a bicameral constitution in
which the second chamber had very slight power: and this
draft was in turn submitted to referendum in October 1946.
It passed by 9,1205576 votes to 7,980,333 votes, with another
7,938,884 voters abstaining from voting at all. The constitution
of the Fourth Republic was, therefore, accepted by an actual
minority of the electorate, but by 53*3 per cent of those who
validly voted.2 The elections for the new National Assembly
were held in November, and the constitution came into force
on 24 December 1946, when the second chamber, the Council
of the Republic, first met. In January M. Vincent AurioL a
Socialist5 was elected first President of the Republic.
These prolonged debates, accompanied by equally strenuous
discussions in the press, offer rich material for the student of
1 Cf. above, pp. 55-6 and 175-6, and Daniel Halevy: Decadence de la
Liberte.
- For the English text of this Constitution, see Appendix I i J) below.
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